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Narco-Terrorism PowerPoint Presentation

One of my most recent projects was the custom design of this 33 
page presentation for use by the Texas Commissioner of Agriculture. 
The presentation details the security challenges facing Texans along 
our southern border. I designed the presentation to convey the  
information in a way that is easily interpreted, but yet stunning to 
the viewer.

Click on the thumbnail to check out the entire presentation.
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Agriculture is Your Culture Campaign

Soon after my work began at the Department of Agriculture, I identified  
a need to promote agriculture, in general, to the public. In the 
months and years that followed I developed and executed Agriculture 
is Your Culture, a campaign to inform consumers of how prevalent 
and important agriculture is to our daily lives. 

After a successful national test campaign, the program was adopted 
as an umbrella marketing campaign for the entire agency.

Texas Department of Agriculture
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Fuel Pump Feedback

SEARCH FOR 
YOUR LOCATION

ENTER YOUR
LOCATION

SUBMIT COMPLAINT 
BY PHONE

TDA wants you to get what you pay for at the fuel pump. 
Select from the menu below to �le a complaint, check 

pump registration and get other information. ExxonMobile (0.1mi)
1700 N. Congress Ave.
Austin, TX 78701

7-Eleven (0.1mi)
1700 N. Congress Ave.
Austin, TX 78701

Bob’s Corner Store (0.1mi)
1700 N. Congress Ave.
Austin, TX 78701

My station is not on this list.

ExxonMobile (0.1mi)
1700 N. Congress Ave.
Austin, TX 78701

Status: REGISTERED

View Inspection History
(Opens new window)

FILE COMPLAINT

HOME

ExxonMobile (0.1mi)
1700 N. Congress Ave.
Austin, TX 78701

Complaint Form (1 of 3)
Your location has been found. 
Please enter your complaint type.

I’m getting less fuel than I pay for
Fuel is contaminated or contains water
Advertised prices are inconsistent
Meter begins charging before fuel starts �owing
Automatic shut-o� malfunction
Leaking hose/nozzle
Other

Enter Complaint Type

Complaint Form (3 of 3)
Enter any additional details regarding your complaint.

Enter Details

Thank you!
The Texas Department of Agriculture has 
received your complaint.  An inspector will be 
assigned to promptly investigate your concern.

Complaint Form (2 of 3)

Pump Number or Location

Type or Grade of Fuel

Date

Would you like to be contacted in 
response to this complaint?

Email

Expiration: 01/15/2012

Select station.

NEXTBACK NEXTBACK

HOME

HOME

HOME ExxonMobile (0.1mi)
1700 N. Congress Ave.
Austin, TX 78701

HOME ExxonMobile (0.1mi)
1700 N. Congress Ave.
Austin, TX 78701

HOME

Name
EXIT

BACK

Enter Location Information

Name of Location

Location Address

Address Line 2

City

SEARCHBACK

HOME

TX Zip Code

BACK SUBMIT

Your location could not be found.

Name of Location

Location Address

Address Line 2

City

HOME

TX Zip Code

Please enter additional information to �le a complaint.

FILE COMPLAINT

BACK
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Mobile Fuel Complaint Application

The mobile fuel complaint application and associated fuel pump decals 
are some of the most logistically complex projects that I have worked 
on. Over the course of only four months I led the development, design, 
production and distribution of interactive decals that are now mandated 
to be on every gas pump and official scale in Texas.  

During the same four months I developed and oversaw the production 
of a GPS enabled mobile app that allows consumers to scan a barcode on 
the decal and report a complaint directly to TDA’s regulatory branch.

Fuel Complaint? TellTDA@TexasAgriculture.gov
1-800-TELL-TDA

This station must display a current Texas Department of Agriculture 
registration in the customer’s view.  To report an expired registration 

or problems with this fuel pump, call or email us. 

Commissioner Todd Staples

Scan me with your smart 
phone for more information 

http://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/narco-terrorism-powerpoint.pdf
http://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/fashion300x250_final.jpg
http://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/final-fuel-app-mock-up.pdf
http://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/fuel-complaint-sticker.pdf


Event Photography: FFA Day at the Capitol

I wear many hats in my current role at the Texas Department of  
Agriculture. As the agency’s official photographer I have the opportunity 
to travel to, and photograph, TDA events throughout the state. 

This photo of Commissioner Todd Staples was captured from the floor of 
the House Chamber in the Texas Capitol as he addressed a group of FFA 
students visiting Austin.

Tri-National Accord Website

I designed this event-specific website to provide a place for  
attendees to register and find out more information about the event. 
The webpage previews what is to come: an international event with 
Texas flare.

September

Uvalde Research and 
Extension Center

1619 Garner Field Rd.
Uvalde, TX 78801

Save the Date!!!

September

Lubbock Research & 
Extension Center

1102 East FM 1294
Lubbock, TX 79403

OctOber

Tyler-Rose Garden
420 Rose Park Dr.
Tyler, TX 75702

Embassy Suites
1800 S. 2nd St.

McAllen, TX 78503

AuguSt

Texas Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) Food Safety Training

Overview of GAP Issues

Microbiology for Producers

On Farm Microbiology Concerns

Understanding the Role of Water

Employee training in GAPs

Facility Sanitation and Documentation

Course Topics

The Texas AgriLife Extension Service and Texas Department of Agriculture are 
hosting a GAP food safety course near you. The cost to attend training is $40 per 
person for course materials. By attending this training you will become qualified 
for up to a $750 reimbursement for the cost of passing a Third Party GAP audit. 
Third-party GAP certification offers a way to let buyers know that you follow 
appropriate food safety practices on your farms.
 
Dates and locations are listed to the right. For more information, please contact 
Dr. Juan Anciso or Ashley Gregory at Texas AgriLife Extension Service, (956) 968-5581.

Save the Date

This save the date card for food safety training provided an excellent  
opportunity to brighten a normally dull subject with lots of color from 
the fruits and vegetables. 

I enjoy the opportunity to make mundane subjects more exciting 
through the use of well tailored graphics.

Stock Photography: Texas Capitol Building

Although most of my photography is event oriented, I occasionally have 
the opportunity to take stock images that can be used for a myriad of 
projects further down the road.

I captured this photo of the Texas State Capitol from the roof of an  
adjacent building in the capitol complex.

http://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/ffa-day.jpg
http://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/tri-nat-website.jpg
https://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/gap-save-the-date.jpg
http://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/stock-photo-capitol.jpg


GROW

Achievement Award

GROW Award Logo

As part of a new Department of Agriculture recognition for  
students, I designed a custom logo to represent the program. 

Commemorative Poster

To commemorate Commissioner Staples first term as Texas Agriculture 
Commissioner and his close relationship with the Office of 
Communications, I designed a one-of-a-kind poster that resembles 
the front page of a newspaper. The piece features many of the big 
headlines he and the Department received during his first four years 
in office.

Click the thumbnail to view the entire PDF.

HOMETHE FRONT LINEPRIORITIESNEWSMESSAGE BOARD 

Explore the �rst-hand stories and 
images from Texas farmers and ranchers 

on the front lines of the border war

BORDER SECURITY HITS 
HOME AT EL PASO RANCH
Imoleniet pliquam exernatia velite-
ture ipit voluptae. Ucitat ipsus dolorro 
magni a earibus essimus danducipist 
ad que cuptaquisi 

quunt est re pori adis nit fugiat 
audaepratem esto veleceperrum et 
quos del eum di dolora di delit as 
aces voluptaquid unt.

Ebit as volendigenti omnist, audit, to 
quia saperum, ut est aut reptis sus 
eosanda sim aut ullupid itatur, 
ommolor eruptatur sam laut ut 
aliandia voloria ndigenda eos expe

quunt est re pori adis nit fugiat 
audaepratem esto veleceperrum et 
quos del eum di dolora di delit as 
aces voluptaquid unt. anducipist ad 
que cuptaquisi.

> FULL STORY

Border security is a priority for Texas agriculture

From the Desk of Commissioner Todd Staples
Imoleniet pliquam exernatia veliteture ipit voluptae. Ucitat ipsus dolorro magni a earibus essimus danducipist ad que cuptaquisi 
quunt est re pori adis nit fugiat audaepratem esto veleceperrum et quos del eum di dolora di delit as aces voluptaquid unt.

Ebit as volendigenti omnist, audit, to quia saperum, ut est aut reptis sus eosanda sim aut ullupid itatur,

> FEATURED SUBMISSION > PHOTO OF THE WEEK > NEWS:  American Students killed in Mexico

Have a picture, video or story to share? Click Here

TDA HOMETEXAS.GOVHOMELAND SECURITYSTATEWIDE SEARCHSITE POLICIES

TITLE TITLE TITLE TITLE

ProtectYourTexasBorder.com

As part of Commissioner Staples’ border security initiatives, I developed 
this website to serve as a clearing house for information pertaining to 
border security as it relates to our state’s farmers and ranchers.

The site has since been redesigned by a contracted vendor, but garnered 
nation-wide media attention at the time of it’s original release.

Event Photography: Operation New Fences

I captured these photos of Commissioner Staples building fence during  
a program to help farmers and ranchers rebuild after the devastating  
wildfires in Bastrop, Texas.

Commissioner Todd Staples
SPECIAL EDITION  JANUARY 4, 2007 TO JANUARY 3, 2011

A PUBLICATION OF THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION

IN THIS ISSUE:
AGRICULTURE COMMISSIONER TODD STAPLES CELEBRATES HIS FIRST TERM IN OFFICE

The Highlights - 
 Jan. 4, 2007 – Todd Sta-
ples sworn in as 11th Texas 
Commissioner of Agricul-
ture

 May 23, 2007 – Commis-
sioner Staples quadruples 
fines on fuel retailers who 
shortchange drivers

 Sept. 14, 2007 – TDA 
celebrates 100-year anni-
versary with Texas-sized 
celebration

 Nov. 29, 2007 – Com-
missioner Staples an-
nounces Texas agriculture 
industry has a record $100 
billion annual economic 
impact on state

 Jan. 15, 2008 – Commis-
sioner Staples presents initial 
Texans Feeding Texans 
grants to home-delivered 
meal providers 

 Jan. 17, 2008 – GO TEXAN 
Restaurant Program is 
launched

 June 19, 2008 - TDA 
begins first summer as ad-
ministers of the summer 
nutrition programs

 Oct. 1, 2008 – Commis-
sioner Staples kicks off in-
augural GO TEXAN Res-
taurant Round-Up

 June 9, 2009 – Commis-
sioner Staples launches 
Mayors Challenge to as-
sist in feeding more Texas 
children

 June 26, 2009 – GO 
TEXAN Wildlife initiative 
is established

 Nov. 4, 2009 – Commis-
sioner Staples announces 
first-ever Young Farmer 
Grant Program

 Dec. 11, 2009 – Commis-
sioner Staples chairs new 
Bioenergy Policy Council

 Feb. 16, 2010 – Commis-
sioner Staples joins chal-
lenge to halt EPA from reg-
ulating greenhouse gases

 June 16, 2010 – Com-
missioner Staples unveils 
broadband map of Texas

 Aug. 20, 2010 – TDA 
and the Cooper Institute 
partner to develop Nutri-
gram to promote healthy 
living

 Nov. 2, 2010 – Commis-
sioner Staples wins a sec-
ond term as Texas Com-
missioner of Agriculture 

Operation New Fences a Success
April 24, 2009

WINNIE — On Saturday, Agriculture Commis-
sioner Todd Staples led an effort to rebuild fences 
on ranches that were hit by Hurricane Ike more 
than six months ago. Through “Operation New 
Fences,” Commissioner Staples, state agency of-
ficials, local community leaders and volunteers 
distributed more than $100,000 worth of donated 
fence posts and barbed wire to nearly 100 ranch-
ers in the Hurricane Ike surge zone in Chambers, 
Galveston, Jefferson, Liberty and Orange coun-
ties. Each rancher received 250 fence posts and 10 
rolls of barbed wire, enough to rebuild a half-mile 
of fence. 

“Seven months ago the skies were dark when Hur-
ricane Ike ripped through this region, but today 
the true spirit of Texas is shining brightly,” Com-
missioner Staples said. “It is a tribute to our grand 
state to see these donors and volunteers helping 
their fellow Texans overcome adversity and build 
a new future one fence post at a time.“

Commissioner Staples announced “Operation 
New Fences” last month after learning many 
ranchers were still leasing pastures for their live-
stock in other areas of the state because of a lack of 
resources to rebuild fences destroyed by Hurricane 
Ike. The Texas Department of Agriculture created 
a Web page specifically for this effort where pro-
ducers could sign up for this one-time assistance.

Congratulations on the Outstanding Success of Your First Term.
Your Communications Staff,
Bryan Black · Veronica Obregon · David Glessner · Jeremy Fuchs · Becky Ozuna · Bill McLean · Joyce Hill · Elizabeth Longoria

Gettin’ the Hogs Outta Texas!
October 4, 2010

ARLINGTON — With as many as 2 million feral hogs causing millions of dollars in urban and rural property damage across the 
Lone Star State each year, the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) today challenged all 254 Texas counties to step up efforts to 
curb the ongoing problem and decrease the state’s feral hog population. 

Today in Arlington, which has been seriously impacted by feral hogs, Texas Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples read a proclamation 
declaring October “Hog Out Month - Get the Hog Outta Texas!”  

Texas-Mexico 
Cattle Trade 
Takes Center 
Stage
May 20, 2008

Staples Launches New 
Fuel Quality Initiative
January 26, 2010

LAREDO – Texas Agriculture 
Commissioner Todd Staples 
announced today a major 
trade agreement has been 
reached between the U.S. 
and Mexico.   

“After more than four years of banned beef cattle exports to Mexico, I 
am pleased to report the stalemate is over. The U.S. and Mexican gov-
ernments have come to an agreement on exporting breeding beef cattle 
to Mexico consistent with the guidelines of the World Organisation for 
Animal Health (OIE),” Commissioner Staples said. 

On March 4, 2008, Commissioner Staples issued an order banning the 
movement of Canadian cattle through TDA export facilities along the 
Mexican border. This action came after Mexico signed an agreement 
with Canada that allowed for a more lucrative trade of Canadian cattle 
than what had been allowed with U.S. cattle producers.

AUSTIN — Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples 
today strengthened consumer protection in Texas by 
launching a new statewide fuel quality program tar-
geting contaminated fuel. Until now, there has not 
been a state agency in Texas with the authority to 
protect drivers from receiving tainted fuel.

“When Texas drivers top off their tanks, they need to 
know that the fuel they pay for is of the highest quality,” 
Commissioner Staples said.

AUSTIN — Nationally acclaimed economist Dr. 
Ray Perryman recognizes the Texas Department 
of Agriculture’s GO TEXAN Certified Retirement 
Community Program as an excellent tool for cit-
ies across Texas to use for enhancing economic 
development. He also suggests other states should 
use the program as a model for their recruitment 
of retirees.

Certified Retirement 
Communities Abound
November 8, 2009

Operation Spotlight Shines in the News
July 22, 2008

AUSTIN – Commissioner Staples today announced results of “Operation Spotlight,” a major 
investigation into Petroleum Wholesale, L.P.’s fuel stations. The company operates under the 
name Sunmart in Texas, and has stations located in several cities across the state. Findings 
from “Operation Spotlight” have confirmed numerous Sunmart gas stations have cheated 
Texas consumers by giving them less fuel than they purchased.

http://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/grow-logo-final.pdf
http://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/border-website_home-copy.pdf
http://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/event-photo-ts.jpg
http://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/ts-commemorative-poster.pdf
http://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/event-photo-ts2.jpg


Stock Photo: Rural Connectivity

Sometimes unique programs and projects require improvisation. 
Tasked with finding a visual representation of expanding rural 
broadband internet, and a lack of stock photography, I devised this 
photo using a tin star decorating my director’s office and common 
ethernet cable. The photograph was reproduced on at least one  
national news website.

Agriculture Today Newsletter

One of my first undertakings as the head of Creative Services was a 
complete retooling of the Agriculture Today Newsletter. I oversaw 
a complete redesign of the printed newsletter, and the addition of a 
complimentary e-newsletter that extended our reach to thousands of 
additional readers.

The modernization of the print newsletter was also successfully tailored 
to reduce printing and mailing costs.

Border Security Info Graphic

Info graphics are an effective way for modern communicators to convey 
a large amount of numerical information. I created this one to provide 
Texans with a snapshot of Texas border security.

This graphic became a springboard for, and shares many of the attributes 
of the much larger PowerPoint on the first page. 

TODAY’S PUBLIC RELATIONS TACTICS 
STEPS TO GETTING THE NEWS YOU WANT

THE RELATIONSHIP
Make friends. You must meet your media contacts and remember them.

Remain friends. Stay in contact; you might even send a card at Christmas, and thank them for their coverage.

THE PITCH
Don’t be selfish. It’s not about you. It’s about them and their audience.

Make it personal. Send a personal email to reporters and follow up with a phone call or text. 

THE WEB 

Social media tools rock! Use Twitter, Facebook, etc. to get your message out.

Find bloggers. Use Twitter and Google searches to find people talking about your subject matter. 

THE PRESS RELEASE
Tried and true. This old friend still works, but again, reporters like to feel like they have a unique, personal story.

Great follow-up. The press release acts as a great reinforcement for what you’re doing. 

THE LEAVE-BEHINDS
Fact Sheet. This is an excellent resource for reporters; they love it.

Photos. Always take photos and offer them to bloggers and other writers.

THE INTERVIEW
Preparation is key. Type out key messages and practice. Play devil’s advocate.

Always follow-up. Send an email reinforcing your message after interview. 

Public Relations Document

I designed this flier to be used as a handout by our Chief Communications 
Officer during a presentation to a college PR class. Simple, effective, and 
much more appealing than the MS Word document they would have 
received without the assistance of a creative professional.

The change of seasons reminds us that 
life is a turning circle. As we welcome fall, 
we say hello to football, hunting season 
and the fast-approaching holidays. 

For our farmers and ranchers, the 
calendar turns from seasonal planting 

to the shipping of harvests and trips to market. The fact 
that the cycle of agriculture is often unnoticed by your 
average consumer, speaks well of its seamless nature. Is 
there a sudden shortage of food and fiber to remind us 
the seasons have shifted? No. Why? Because our farmers 
and ranchers wrestle with nature and economics to ensure 
optimum productivity in the face of drought, rising 
operating costs and competition. 

As Americans, we enjoy the safest, most affordable and 
most abundant food supply in the world. Better yet, we 
enjoy it year-round. For that we can thank the men and 

women who work the land so that we stay nourished and 
clothed no matter what time of year.

Besides the obvious contributions of food and fiber, 
agriculture plays a significant role in the betterment of 
science, medicine, energy and homebuilding. Think 
about it: Where would we be without the crops that are 
the basis for nearly all our daily-use products?

While we welcome the start of fall and gear up for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations, let’s remember 
there are countless hardworking farmers and ranchers 
who make sure the change of seasons doesn’t close the 
door on our quality of life. 

Have a safe and happy fall. And enjoy the cooler weather.

Texas Agriculture Today
A Newsletter of the Texas Department of Agriculture

Wildlife Drives the Economy as Texans  
Stay Hooked on Hunting, Fishing
David Glessner

Comm i ss ioner  Todd  Staples   |   F a l l  2010

Periodical
Postage

PAID
At Austin,Texas

Texas Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 12847
Austin, Texas 78711

Commissioner’s Note

Mother Nature has a special place deep in the heart of 
Texans, which explains why hunting and fishing not 
only are longstanding Lone Star traditions, but also 
significant drivers of the state’s economy.

For generations, parents and grandparents have 
passed down a love for the land to their children and 
grandchildren during seasonal family outings to Texas 
fields and streams. According to research commissioned 
by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, those kinds 
of outdoor adventures translated into a $14.5 billion 
economic impact to Texas in 2008. 

Not surprisingly, Texas leads the nation in numerous 
categories related to outdoor recreation. According to 
Texas Parks and Wildlife, Texas has about 4 million deer, 
more than any other state in the U.S. The National Rifle 
Association reports Texas sells more hunting licenses 
than any other state. Similarly, according to the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF), which tracks 
hunting trends across the country, Texas leads the nation 
in total number of hunters and anglers (2.6 million); 
money spent on outdoor-related gear and collateral 
expenses ($6.6 billion); jobs supported (106,000); and tax 
revenue generated ($1.3 billion).

The NSSF study also says sportsmen in Texas support 
more than twice the jobs of Dell Computer Corp., 
Lockheed Martin, Electronic Data Systems and Dow 
Chemical Co. combined. 

More than just a sport, hunting is also very helpful 
in controlling feral hog populations, which cause an 
estimated $400 million in damage to Texas properties 
— urban and rural — each year, according to the Texas 
AgriLife Extension Service. From vehicle collisions 
and food crop damage to demolished front yards, these 
animals are dangerous and destructive pests. 

Even in a down economy, hunting continues to trigger 
increased spending. According to a recent article in 
USA Today, the NSSF reports companies that made, 
distributed or sold sporting firearms, ammunition and 
supplies generated a $27.8 billion impact nationwide in 
2009, compared with a $19.1 billion impact in 2008. 
Seems more than ever, Texans are still hooked on wildlife.

Each holiday season, many Texans look forward to spicing 
up their homes and offices with the brilliant red and green 
poinsettia plant.

Native to Mexico and South America, the poinsettia was 
discovered in 1828 by an American minister to Mexico named 
Joel Roberts Poinsett. Despite a common misconception, 
poinsettias are not toxic. The flower thrives in cooler fall 
months, because it requires up to 12 hours of darkness in 
order for its leaves to change color. 

Even in Mexico, the poinsettia has long been associated with 
Christmas thanks to its dramatic red and green colors, which 
perfectly fit the holiday mood.

Each year in America, 85 percent of holiday plant sales are 
attributed to poinsettias. Almost all poinsettias sold worldwide 
are grown in the United States.

These beautiful  
plants can live indoors  
for long periods with proper care.  
Check the soil daily for moisture,  
as low moisture will cause the plant to  
prematurely wilt. When the surface is  
dry to the touch, water the soil until  
water runs freely out of the container holes. Place poinsettias 
near sunny windows, but do not let the leaves touch a 
windowpane, which may be cold and could damage the plant.

Poinsettias are the perfect way to set the holiday mood in your 
home or office. With proper care, they can keep that mood 
flowering for many weeks to come.

Commodity Focus — Poinsettias Offer 
Color Before, During, After the Holidays
James Bernsen

News Clips
A PERFECT YEAR FOR AN 
OLIVE OIL BOOM
Olive producers say this year’s weather 
was perfect for the growing Texas olive 
oil industry, which estimates it will 
turn a record-setting crop of 500 tons 
of olives into 15,000 gallons of olive 
oil worth about $2 million, surpassing 
the previous record of 100 tons. That’s 
only a drop in the bucket compared 
to annual U.S. consumption of about 
70 million gallons; but since the U.S. 
currently imports about 99 percent of 
the olive oil sold domestically, producers 
say the market is ripe for the Texas 
entrepreneurs forging this industry.

CONSUMERS SUPPORT FOOD 
BIOTECHNOLOGY
An International Food Information 
Council survey reports consumers are 
likely to purchase genetically engineered 
plant and animal products when they 
understand their benefits. The survey 
found U.S. shoppers are supportive of 
agricultural technologies that decrease 
the use of pesticides, land and water 
resources. Key findings this year suggest 
the growing awareness of sustainable 
food production is tied to consumers’ 
favorable perceptions of technologies 
that promote growing more with less. 

TEXAS INVESTS $1.8 MILLION 
FOR SPECIALTY CROPS PROJECTS
TDA will partner with numerous state 
associations and universities to promote 
fruits, vegetables and other specialty crops 
such as nuts, horticulture and nursery 
plants. Among the 21 projects is one in 
which Texas A&M studies the effectiveness 
of irradiation protocols in reducing 
contamination risk and improving 
consumer safety of fresh leafy vegetables. 
Many others are focused on marketing 
and public education for specialty crops 
and certified farmers markets. 

U.S. CATTLE HERD SMALLEST  
IN 50 YEARS
Ranchers began selling off their cows 
in 2007 as drought, production costs 
and a worldwide economic crisis took 
a staggering toll. After several years of 
hard luck, beef producers have been 
reluctant to invest in rebuilding their 
herds as consumers in a recovering 
economy shift demand from high quality 
beef cuts to ground beef. Market  
analysts are watching for indications  
the beef herd decline will rebound, but 
few agree on when that may happen.

PRIVATE LENDING EASES IN TEXAS
The Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas 
reports Texas banks, which have been 
outperforming those in the rest of the 
nation since 2007, are increasingly 
comfortable extending credit to 

agriculture producers as market 
conditions improve. Notably, banks with 
assets of less than $1 billion, commonly 
called community banks, are making 
more loans than their larger counterparts, 
presumably because local bank personnel 
know their borrowers personally. 

LUBBOCK BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
HONORS AGRICULTURE
A Lubbock Chamber of Commerce 
website calls agriculture the “life blood” 
of that city. The chamber launched 
LubbockAg.com to offer its urban 
members a doorway into the world of 
agriculture that the city depends upon. 
With Lubbock serving as a major hub for 
the surrounding producer community, 
the website is an excellent example of 
how urban and rural economies often 
depend on each other.

http://jeremyfuchscreative.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/stock-photo-broadband.jpg
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